
 

 
June 10, 2023 

 

 

Fire Chief Vince Capelle 

Acting City Manager Paulina Morales 

Mayor Rosario Diaz 

Councilman Ollie Cantos 

Councilwomen Letty Lopez-Viado 

Councilman Brian Tabatabai 

Councilman Tony Wu 

 

Honorable City Council and City Staff: 

 

We strongly and respectfully urge you to move the City’s 4th of July fireworks 

“spectacular” from the Sportsplex to a location that is safer and one that poises 

substantially less liability exposure. 

 

As you are already aware, the landfills at BKK and the surrounding land 

(including West Covina’s Sportsplex) are designated by Cal-Fire as a high fire 

risk zone.  This is based on the potential for fire, and the severity of resulting 

consequences should a fire occur. 

 

In addition, you are also aware the landfills at BKK continue to produce an 

enormous volume of methane – over 2 billion standard cubic feet annually.  

Methane is a flammable and explosive gas.  The methane extraction wells and 

pipelines are ubiquitous at both landfills – and some are directly adjacent to the 

Sportsplex. 

 



 

What is new is a nearby area of the landfill is spiking in terms of the volume of 

methane that is being detected and leaking from the soil.  That spot is probe 

cluster 534, approximately 1300 feet from the Sportsplex. 

 

That methane situation is severe enough that the City of West Covina (through 

its Local Enforcement Agency) filed a Notice of Violation (NOV) against BKK 

Corporation on February 27, 2023.  The State regulatory limit for methane is 5%.   

Readings as high as 39% methane have been recorded (see attached city of 

West Covina Inspection Report dated April 25, 2023) 

 

The April 25, 2023 Inspection Report further indicates, that no resolution to the 

situation has been developed yet. 

 

For us what is unfolding is a nonsensical situation: The right hand of the City is 

saying we have a serious methane problem near the Sportsplex…while the left 

hand of the City is saying let’s introduce fire(works) to that area.   

 

In addition, we ask that Fire Chief Capelle, the Acting City Manager, and the 

City Council reflect on the situation that occurred on August 13, 2020.  On that 

date a fire at Galster Park, rapidly spread to include the backyards of adjacent 

homes.  To extinguish that fire, response assistance from neighboring fire 

departments was required as well as helicopter water drops. This is the fire 

danger of this area.   

 

That fire occurred prior to this winter’s record rains.  The entire area surrounding 

the Sportsplex now contains an unprecedented volume of rapidly drying 

vegetation and fire fuel load.   

 

The simple fact is fireworks at the Sportsplex creates an unnecessary and 

avoidable risk – period. 

 



 

Our City is vast.  There are multiple other places to do fireworks displays – 

places that are not a high-risk fire zone and not under the influence of methane 

gas.   

 

Thank you for considering this information and our request.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian Jobst 

On behalf of the Board of Directors 

Livable West Covina 

www.LivableWestCovina.org 

 

 

Cc:  DTSC 
CalRecycle 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

 

















 

Photographs from inside of West Covina’s Sportsplex 
 
 

 
 
Entrance to the Sportsplex.  Sign reads “METHANE GAS MONITORING VAULT  DO NOT BLOCK” 



 

 
 
Outdoor seating at the Sportplex adjacent one of the methane sensor vaults and warning signage. 
 



 
 
One of the landfill gas safety system maps at the Sportsplex showing locations of some of the sensors, alarms, 
and control panels 
 

 

 


